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The Digital Markets Act: ensuring fair and open digital
markets

PAGE CONTENTS
Who are the gatekeepers?

What are the benefits of the
Digital Markets Act?

What does this mean for
gatekeepers?

How will the Commission
ensure that the tool keeps up
with the fast evolving digital
sector?

What will be the consequences
of non-compliance?

Some large online platforms act as "gatekeepers” in digital markets. The
Digital Markets Act aims to ensure that these platforms behave in a fair
way online. Together with the Digital Services Act, the Digital Markets Act
is one of the centrepieces of the European digital strategy.

Who are the gatekeepers?

The Digital Markets Act (DMA) establishes a set of narrowly defined objective criteria for qualifying a
large online platform as a so-called “gatekeeper”. This allows the DMA to remain well targeted to the
problem that it aims to tackle as regards large, systemic online platforms.

These criteria will be met if a company:

« has a strong economic position, significant impact on the internal market and is active in multiple
EU countries

« has a strong intermediation position, meaning that it links a large user base to a large number of
businesses

« has (or is about to have) an enirenched and durable position in the market, meaning that it is
stable over time

What are the benefits of the Digital Markets Act?
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